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#1

Temple on Film

 Pachaimalai temple
The Mahayuga Kali hilltop temple on Pachaimalai, a hillock near Tambaram Sanatorium. One has to
climb 150 steps to reach this shrine.  The view is worth the effort. The temple had just received the
first coat of white paint and it presented an ethereal sight against the morning sky.

Shot in Nikon D7000 Tamron lens 18-200 at 56 mm 1/320 sec f/5.0
Lightroom Old School Film B&W preset.
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#2

Trinket Seller

 Trinket seller –
waiting for custom.
Temple towns and pilgrim centres provide livelihood opportunities for many.

This old woman was selling rosaries, pendants and a wide variety of bead necklaces on the road
to Hari ki Pauri at Haridwar, Uttarakhand, India
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Chand Minar, Daulatabad

 Chand Minar 15 C.C.E Daulatabad
Daulatabad or Devagiri was established in the 12th Century CE by the Yadavas. The present fort was
built in 13-14 C.CE. It is 16 Km from the present day Aurangabad in Maharashtra.

The Chand Minar stands tall inside the Daulatabad Fort. It is 210 feet high and is about 70′ in
diameter at the base. It was built in 1445 by Alauddin Bahmani to commemorate his conquest of the
fort. Originally it was covered with Blue Persian tiles.
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#4

Nelapattu Bird Sanctuary

A nice weekend outing near Chennai
Many of us lament that unlike Delhi, Bangalore or even Trivandrum Chennai has fewer options for

weekend outings near the city.
On closer examination, I find several options ex-Chennai which are not well known or well

presented by the authorities and enthusiasts.
One such is the Nelapattu bird sanctuary in Andhra Pradesh which is a little over hundred

kilometres from Chennai.
Along with 3 NRI friends (birders &  photographers), I visited this place recently and was happy

with the experience.
From Chennai hit the Madhavaram roundabout and take the Calcutta Highway.  Getting into the

Andhra Pradesh border you cross Tada and Sullurpeta.  Just after the toll booth, take a right turn under
the flyover. There is a railway line to cross after which you take a left turn into a village road. One
kilometre down this road you can see the gate of the Sanctuary on the left.

The Sanctuary is open from 8 a.m. till 5 p.m.
Entry ticket for adults is Rs. 25. Camera Rs.100 Binoculars Rs.50. Car parking Rs.100.
The car can go inside up to the tourist Centre parking lot. On the way, we could see a Deer Park

and a few cottages under construction. The Sanctuary has an area of about 400 hectares In the middle
is water body which with its trees form the centre for the Birds to flock and roost.

There is a well-designed path about 500 mtrs long encircling the pond with convenient viewing
Towers.

Being a weekday there were hardly any other visitors and we had the entire area to ourselves. I
can imagine the crowd during weekends with school children, picnickers, tourists and others besides
serious enthusiasts.

The Sanctuary is famous as the largest Pelicanary. Besides pelicans, there are several aquatic
birds including open-billed storks, ibises, herons, and egrets. {see photographs}



 A view of the

Nelapattu sanctuary 
A pelican in flight
Even in February, it was quite warm and we carried our own water. The centre had provided mineral
water bubble tops at various places. And there were signs of a small canteen and a tuck shop.



Ibis at Nelapattu bird sanctuary

Pelican landing

Pelican in th epond
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 List of birds at
Nalapattu Bird Sanctuary
 

The Calcutta Highway (GNT) is fairly good but be prepared for speed breakers, barricades, and
traffic indiscipline., There aren’t many options by way of restaurants on the way unlike the Chennai-
Trichy and Chennai-Bengaluru highways. If you are fussy about food, better carry with you as we
senior citizens did. We supplemented it with some snacks on the way.



The staff at the centre were very friendly and ready with information. Being the first week of
February there were lots of birds. A few weeks later, it may not be the case.

We got quite a lot of good frames and were overall happy with the experience.
On the way back we went into the Sriharikota Road through the Sullurpet town hoping to see more

birds especially flamingos but we were disappointed. We just had a glimpse of the Sriharikota Gate
and some egrets and herons in the receding backwaters and saline marshland. Pulicat Bird Sanctuary
Information Centre which was partially closed informed us that we were too late as the birds left in
January.
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#5

Pachisi- the Game Emperors Play

Do you want to feel like royalty, playing an ancient Indian Game?
A game for which emperor Akbar built a huge courtyard in his palace at Fatehpur Sikri to depict

the squares of the board. Akbar is believed to have used women from his harem as game pieces.



 Pachisi Courtyard at



Fatehpur Sikri 
Chaupad squares at Fatehpur Sikri 



 Chaupad squares at
Fatehpur Sikri
I have also seen the board carved on granite floors of ancient temples and monuments.

Yes, I am referring to Pachisi. The game that is also known as Dayakattam, Chokkattam, Chaupad,
Chaupar etc. The Western versions of this game, go by many names like Parchisi, Ludo, The Game of
India etc.

Now you can buy an authentic version of this game online at Amazon and Flipkart. The game board
is made of hand embroidered cotton and comes with cowrie shells, wooden pieces, cotton pouch,
instructions etc.

For Amazon click here.
For Flipkart click here.
Ludo made out of recycled elephant dung is available at www.golisodastore.com

https://www.amazon.in/PACHISI-Indian-Board-Game-Suitable-Adults-Children/dp/B077SSH2M6/ref=sr_1_5?s=toys&ie=UTF8&qid=1515482585&sr=1-5&keywords=pachisi
https://www.flipkart.com/pachisi-hand-embroidered-board-game/p/itmfy3w2q9f3qxwb?pid=BDGFY3W2PEHNEFF5&srno=s_1_10&otracker=search&lid=LSTBDGFY3W2PEHNEFF5AVRUPS&fm=SEARCH&iid=523f7568-cb39-4d7f-871f-fe94fd0dbe79.BDGFY3W2PEHNEFF5.SEARCH&ppt=Search%20Page&ppn=Search%20Page&ssid=zh0fgyab800000001515482653893&qH=eb5508f61e23cff9
https://golisodastore.com/EDFNKY06A?search=ludo


 Pachisi authentic
Hand embroidered game board
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#6

Largest monolithic Nandi at Lepakshi

 Granite Nandi at
Lepakshi
The monolithic granite Nandi (Bull) is believed to be the largest in India. Built during the Vijayanagar
period(14th C CE) it is part of a large temple complex. The exquisite carvings of bell garland,
jewellery etc. stand out beside the size.

It is 4.5 Mtrs high and 8.25 Mtrs long. The Thanjavur Big Temple Nandi is smaller.
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#7

Cow & Gate



 Cow & Gate at
Mathura Dwarakadish temple
Cow & Gate was a popular Milk food available in India till the 1960’s probably imported from the



UK. Now the product is not seen on the Indian shelves, though some online stores seem to offer it.
I distinctly remember the logo of the product. -a cow (a Jersey?) standing beside a picket fence

and a wooden gate. Wikipedia describes the logo thus: “A cow looking uncomfortably through a
somewhat untypical four-barred gate, rather as if its neck had got stuck between the bars”.

The name and the logo are also connected with one of the founders – a surrey grocer named
Charles Gates. ( Perhaps an ancestor of Bill Gates!)

The above scene reminded me of the Baby food tin from my younger days. Those were the days of
recycling of such packing materials especially used tins of Ovaltine and Britannia biscuits and
Horlicks bottles.

The scene is from the famous Dwarakadish temple, Mathura. The temple had just closed when we
reached there. The cows, like us, were peering disappointedly at the temple door.

You can view more street scenes from Mathura
here: https://photos.app.goo.gl/21kiPT3admQIoIsf2
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#8

Taj – an optical illusion

 View of Taj from
Agra Fort
This is the view of Diwan-e-Khas and the Taj Mahal from the Meena bazaar side in Agra Fort. To me
somehow the Taj appeared to be bigger than what it looked from the Diwane Khas. Our guide
confirmed that it is an illusion created by the clever architecture of the Taj.

I had the same feeling when I viewed the Taj from Mehtab Bagh across the Yamuna.



 Northern View of
Taj from Mehtab Bagh across the Yamuna.
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#9

Boatmen on the Yamuna

 Boatmen on the
Yamuna
The scene behind the Taj Mahal on an early Monday morning.

Just a few yards from the Taj Mahal, one of the wonders of the world. A labour of love built about
500 years ago by the Emperor of India in memory of his favourite wife. Took 20,000 artisans 22 years
to build. Attracts millions of visitors every year.

All these mean nothing to these poor boatmen for whom it is just another day at work.
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#10

Monk at Chele La Pass

 Monk at Chele La
Pass
Chele Le pass is the highest point in Bhutan at 4000 mtrs. Yet it is easily accessible by a motorable
road. We, a group of senior citizens, went near the peak in a van and trekked a few yards. Though we
avoided the highest point we had a very good view.

A number of monks were also there enjoying the scenery. Here a lone monk walks through the
ubiquitous prayer flags.
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#11

Badami

 On the way to
Shivalaya Temple, Badami
On the way to the Shivalaya group of temples Badami, Karnataka.

Badami, formerly known as Vatapi, is a town in  Karnataka, India. It was the capital of
the Badami Chalukyas from 540 to 757 AD. It is famous for its rock rock-cut structural temples. See
wikipedia for more….
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A street in Galle, Sri Lanka

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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#13

Newspapers in Sri Lanka

 

 Newspaper vendor
in Colombo
Unlike Chennai, Colombo wakes up late, especially on a Sunday morning. There was only a handful
of shops open. This newspaper vendor was one of them. He gladly posed for the photo. There were
only two English papers – Sunday Observer and another. They cost LKR 60 on Sundays (INR 25- 30)
There were several Sinhala publications

 
Permalink: https://shutterbugiyer.wordpress.com/2017/05/26/newspapers-in-sri-lanka/

https://shutterbugiyer.wordpress.com/2017/05/26/newspapers-in-sri-lanka/


#14

Sri Lanka’s Mango man

 Mango vendor
Ratna Kumar at Nuwara Eliya



This is Ratna Kumar. He is a Sri Lankan Tamil. He sells mangoes from a van parked at Devon Falls,
near Nuwara Eliya on the road to Bentota.

Though he is vertically challenged he is brisk and pleasant. He speaks Tamil, Sinhala, and English.
He introduced us to Sri Lanka’s “best” mango ‘Karutha Colomban’. We were hooked.
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#15

Digitalization

 A wall painting on
the way to Baijnath
With demonetization and the consequent shortage of currency in the market, the debate on digital
money has been revived. We hear about how petty traders have switched to digital money.

The above scene was captured from a running car using a Lumix point and shoot on the road to
Baijnath from Kausani, Uttarakhand, a week before the demonetization.        The M-Pesa ad
juxtaposed against the old tailor quietly reading the newspaper tells its own story.

Incidentally, M-Pesa has been a great success in Africa where it has captured quite a large
percentage of the bottom of the pyramid. A positive move towards financial inclusion.
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#16

Dhaba

 Dhaba Jim Corbett
– Ranikhet road
Driving around in Uttarakhand or anywhere in North India, you can be assured of tasty treat of hot
parathas in the wayside eateries for breakfast, lunch or dinner. Though the taste is not uniform, you
can be sure it is palatable and wholesome. Dahi and pickles are the standard accompaniments. You
can get a variety of vegetable curries too.

This is a dhaba we stopped at soon after leaving the tony resorts of Jim Corbett National park for
Kausani, via Ranikhet. The fact that we were hungry made us ignore the ambiance and enjoy the food.
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#17

Victoria Memorial Reflection

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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View from a window of of a restaurant washroom in Paro Bhutan

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
Permalink: https://shutterbugiyer.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/view-from-a-window-of-of-a-
restaurant-washroom-in-paro-bhutan/

https://shutterbugiyer.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/view-from-a-window-of-of-a-restaurant-washroom-in-paro-bhutan/


#19

Magnificent view from Thimphu

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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Idol for immersion

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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Leggings. Kolkata style.

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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Ghats of Varanasi

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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On the way to Dalhousie

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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A colourful moth caught by iPhone.

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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#25

Amma Veedu

Amma veedu
seen from another
amma veedu

Amma veedus
are the palatial
houses where the
minor queens or
the consorts of the
Travancore king
used to stay. There
are still a few
 amma veedus in
the West Fort area
of Trivandrum.
One of these has
been tastefully
converted into a

fine dining restaurant.
The house in the image is opposite that restaurant, taken from its second-floor window.
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#26

Boat on Paravur Lake

A country Boat on
Paravur Lake,
Kollam District,
Kerala

Taken from the

Aquasserene Resort. The resort is surrounded on three sides by the Paravur backwaters. The Puttingal
devi temple where the fire tragedy took place is only about 5 Kms from this place.
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Kotturpuram Tree Park

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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#28

Surprising find in heart of Delhi

A historical town like Delhi can throw up surprises. One such surprise to me was the Agrasen ki
Baoli. It is situated on Hailey lane a kilometer from CP but still under the shadows of its multi-storey
buildings.

 Agrasen ki Baoli
This was believed to have been built by king Ugrasen of the Mahabharat era but rebuilt by the
Agrawal community in the14th century. It is about 60 m long and 15 M wide. It has about 100 steps.

The main well shaft opens out to the sky and there was no water when I visited. The rubble and
stone masonry is well preserved (probably recently renovated).

Unlike the step wells of Gujarat,this  has no sculptures.





 Agrasen ki Baoli
There were hardly any tourists when I visited but many young students and couples. The monument
became more popular thanks to a controversial Hindi movie.



 100 + steps
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It is real: not all bull

 Nonchalant Nandi
 in a shop
In January 2015 on a visit to Varanasi, a curious sight caught our eyes. It was a bull squatting
non chalantly in a textile showroom under a Shiva idol  while the  customers and the staff went about
their business uninterrupted. We captured the image and moved on.

Only later we learnt that the bull visits the shop every day without fail. The locals attribute this to
the Siva idol in the shop. Maybe the shopkeeper feeds the bull too. On holidays, the bull just hangs
around outside. The shop is called Chikan House – Exclusive.

I have seen many social media posts of this bull and the shop. This post is only to assure that the
bull’s visit is real and not all bull like many social media forwards. These images are taken by me. I
can not, of course, vouch for the regularity  of the bull’s visit as I was there only for two days.



 Bull in a textile

showroom  Chikan
House – Exclusive. Kurta, pyjama,sarees, salwar suits, tops, and materials
There are episodes where the Nandi hides darshan of Shiva, but here is a situation where the Nandi
provides not only unhindered darshan from the street but  uninterrupted business too.

There are a couple of YouTube videos  taken in 2011 and 2014. You may watch those too if you
wish.
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#30

Frugal resting place of a mighty emperor

Most of us know Aurangazeb as a tyrannical and bigoted emperor who tortured and killed his family
members, suppressed non-Muslims,fought many unnecessary wars which drained the exchequer. He is
also known as the one who paved the way for the decline of the Mughal Empire.

But how many of us know the ‘softer’ side of this emperor? I have read in my school history book
that Aurangazeb used to stitch caps and transcribe by hand copies of the Koran to sell anonymously to
earn money for his burial and tomb.

The remains of the mighty emperor who lorded over the sub-continent for about five decades lie in
a modest tomb in a non-descript town of Khuldabad, about 30 kilometers from Aurangabad.

Aurangzeb died in Ahmednagar(1707 C.E.),  but he had a desire to be interred near the tomb of his
Islamic guru, Sayyad Zainuddin Shirazi at Khuldabad.

 Entrance to the
complex
Originally, his tomb was open and on all sides. Lord Curzon directed the then Nizam to put up marble
panels all around. The top is still open to the sky.

A blind caretaker Sheikh Hakim was at the site when I visited and was most helpful.



 Sheik Hakim -the helpful caretaker

Flowers for the emperor

https://shutterbugiyer.wordpress.com/2016/03/27/frugal-resting-place-of-a-mighty-emperor/_dsc5066/


Aurangazeb’s son and his wife are also
buried near the emperor’s tomb and
Zainuddin Shirazi’s dargah is just behind.
Behind the dargah there is a small room
which is believed to house the robes of the
prophet.



 tomb’s of
Aurangzeb’s son, his wife and another woman 

 The enclusre with
the sacred robe and Md Altaf
Across the narrow and busy street is the dargah of Sayyad Burhanuddin another notable teacher. The
tomb of the first Nizam is also in this complex.



The dargah of Sayyed Burahnuddin

Nizam’s second son lies here
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The tomb of the first Nizam
The whole complex is devoid of any visual or architectural attraction but it stands as a testimony

to the frugality of a mighty emperor who hailed from a dynasty which took pride in building grandiose
monuments and tombs.
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#31

The Gates of Aurangabad

I came across the word ‘Darwaza’ when I entered  IIM, Ahmedabad in 1969.The city’s Lal Darwaza
and Teen Darwaza were commercial centres as well as traffic hubs. I knew little about their historical
significance.

During my summer job in Delhi in 1970, I became familiar with Ajmeri Gate and Kashmiri Gate
and also Lahori Gate and Delhi(!) Gate. In fact, I was staying in a college hostel right on Ajmeri gate
not far from the seamy quarters of this historical city.

Historically, these darwazas or gates have been integral parts of the fortified medieval cities. They
aided in security and defence and also in collecting taxes and tolls.

In term of number of gates, Aurangabad tops the list with 52 gates. Of these 52, only 10 or 12
remain today. I could see and capture in my camera 5 or 6 of these during my visit last month.

The original name of the city was Khadki. it was the seat of power of Malik Amber, the Prime
Minister of Murtaza Nizam of Ahmednagar. Some of the earliest gates (Bhadkal?) were built by him.
His son who succeeded him renamed the city Fatehnagar. When the Mughals captured the city
Aurangazeb was made the Viceroy by the Shah Jahan. Auraganzeb renamed it after himself –
Aurangabad.

 Delhi Darwaza



(North)  Rangeen

Gate  Mahmud
Darwaza at Panchakki



 Zafar Gate 

 Makkai Darwaza –
Mecca Gate (West)
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#32

Khajjiar, Little Switzerland

 Khajjiar, Himachal
Pradesh, – Little Switzerland
Khajjiar in Himachal Pradesh is situated about 25 Kms away from Dalhousie at an altitude of aprox.
2000 mtrs. It is known as Little Switzerland. A visit to this place should definitely be in your list.

Location: 32.548805 N, 76.062538 E
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#33

Bibi ka Maqbara, the poor man’s Taj Mahal

 Bibi ka Maqbara,,
Aurangabad – Taj Mahal on a budget
The Bibi ka Maqbara was built by the son of Aurangazeb, Azam Shah, in memory of his mother.
Aurangazeb was never keen on building monuments and he was also stingy. He sanctioned only Rs.7
lakh for this project.The son finished the project in about 6,68,000 Rupees (cf. Taj Mahal Rs
320,00,000) . Only the domes and doors are made of marble. A lot of it is brick and lime mortar with
eggshells.

The monument resembles Taj but it is clear that it is an imitation. Yet it is worth a visit.
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Heritage Walk around Qutub Minar

Looks like Bloxp couldn't find the content.
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Handicraft exhibition at Kalakshetra

Sande, a craft exhibition is being held at Kalakshetra ground this week. Artisans from all over India
are participating. However, just as we entered the exhibition there was a sudden downpour which
lasted quite some time. It was a pitiable sight to see the exhibitors scurrying to protect their wares
from being affected by the rain. Considering the season, the organisers could have made better
arrangements for the visitors and the exhibitors.

 Applique work from Pipli, Orissa 



 Rajasthani musicians
continue their renderings despite the rain and the thin audience.

 Plastic sheets make their appearance and people scurry
as the rain lashes.
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Radhakrishnan Nagar, Adyar, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India
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Lakshadeepam at Padmanabhaswamy temple
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Shutterbug Iyer
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My Photo Blog

 Lakshadeepam at
Ananthapadmanabha swamy temple. This event is celebrated once in 6 years.
Lakshadeepam is the lighting of one hundred thousand lamps. This is normally done at Sree Anantha
padmanabha swamy temple at  the conclusion of ‘Mura Japam’ – a ritualistic chanting of the vedas,
done once in 6 years on first day of the Malayalam month of ‘Makaram’ – mid January. As I spent 8
years in Thiruvananthapuram, I was fortunate to witness this visual and spiritual spectacle twice – in
2008 and 2014.
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